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“If we take Jesus’ 

teaching seriously, it 

leads us to conclude that 

children should not only 

be included in our 

missional focus but 

should be at the center of 

it” (Charles Gieschen). 



The classical world placed a high value on reason. 

Consequently, children were regarded as inferior 

because they are not guided by rational thinking. As 

those who are physically weak, subject to the will of 

adults, and susceptible to sickness, children were not 

admirable. If children were to be praised, it might only be 

because of the potential they possessed for becoming 

something in the future (p.891).



Ages in Years Nake Value in Shekels Female Value in Shekels

1/12-5 5 3

5-20 20 10

20-60 50 30

60+ 15 10



The Theology of Children

Dawn DeVries

Instrumental

“The instrumental view 

holds that, in one way or 

another, childhood is 

valuable for the sake of 

what it will later become. 

In other words, the child 

has value because he or 

she has the potential to 

become an adult.”

Intrinsic

“The intrinsic valuation, on 

the contrary, holds that 

childhood has its own 

value, irrespective of later 

developments. In this view, 

the child has an intrinsic 

worth, and has both rights 

and responsibilities that 

correspond to her worth.”





Largest LCMS Contact Hours: 

Early Childhood Education and Care (2021-22) 

1.855 Lutheran 

Schools

1,714 Early 

Childhood 

Centers

730 K-8 Schools

99 High Schools

162.074 students

76,800 E.C. 

students

67,977 K-8

17,388 High 

School

35,000+ University
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KNOWING THAT

SHE IS HAPPY THAT YOU EXIST
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YOU UNDERSTAND THEM
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First Wave Second Wave //Wave upon Wave

1946-1964

Boomers

1965-1980

Gen-X

Third Wave 

1981-2001

Millennials

Presence of woman in 

upper management

Only woman one of multiple women

Fourth Wave

1997-2012

Z-Generation

Expectations of Spouse Low

Expect spouse to 

coparent and help with 

household duties

Fifth Wave

2013-2025

Generation Alpha

Communications with 

Male Coworkers

Hid pregnancy from and 

concealed issues

Routinely discusses 

family and childcare 

issues

Work Hours

Worked long hours away 

from family

Uses technology at 

home/ always on

Benefits

No paternity leave or 

telecommuting

Paternity leave, flexible 

hours
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plunged 55 percent 



OUTSIDE

INSIDE



SO ALSO, THE WORLD

HAS DENIGRATED MEN

AND REJECTED THE

GOOD AND GODLY

PATRIARCHY. OUR

CULTURE MOCKS AND

RIDICULES FATHERS AS

OBJECTS OF SCORN.
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The Ministry with the Most Contact 

Hours Has the Least LCMS Training

 Rev. Dr. John W. 

Oberdeck reported in 

the Lutheran Education 

Journal that only 8.2% 

of the LCMS clergy 

have experience 

teaching preschool 

students.

“9% of early childhood 

educators are certified 

by the denomination as 

‘ministers of religion, 

commissioned,’” 

according to Judith 

Christian. 



The Relational Demography 

of Pastor and ECEC Director

LCMS Ordained Pastor

 A Member of a LCMS 

congregation

 A member of the synod

 Attended a LCMS seminary for 

4 years

 Made a “quia” subscription to 

the Book of Concord

 Is male

 Holds children are the focus of 

the mission? No.

LCMS Preschool Director

 Less likely to be a member of 

an LCMS congregation

 Not a member of synod

 Did not attend a Concordia

 Did not subscribe to the Book 

of Concord

 Is female

 Holds children are the focus 

of the mission? Yes.



An Intact, Non-Random, Voluntarily 

Linked, Mixed Gendered, Vertical 

Asymmetrical Dyad





High Quality Exchange

Personal Domain

Currency: Loyalty
Currency:

Mutual Affect

Currency:

Professional Respect

Work Domain

Currency: Perceived 
Contribution



Contact Hours with 
the Large 

Community

Church/ Preschool

P-D Dyad
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DEEP-

LEVEL SIMILARITY

SURFACE-LEVEL SIMILARITY



The church learns to 
speak Modern Mom

Mom feels 
understood and 
supported by the 

church

Mom partners with 
the church 



1. CHURCH PARTNERS WITH MOTHER IN THE CARE OF 

HER CHILD

Family Life



5 years 
old

4 years 
old

3 years 
old

2 years 
old

18 
months

6-
weeks
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• WWW.IMMANUELBRIDGMAN.COM
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